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INTRODUCTION



Sir Halford Mackinder made a remarkably similar inquiry when he dared in his classic 1904 lecture to question the

pervasive orthodoxy at that time that “… the only history which counts is that of the Mediterranean…,” and instead insisted that

“we look upon Europe and European history as subordinate to Asia and Asiatic history.” Mackinder describes the “great Asiatic

hammer,” and even how its blows had fallen hard upon both the Russians and also the Chinese. But he identifies Russia as the crucial

“pivot state” due to its central geography in straddling the Eurasian supercontinent. The most crucial passage is as follows: “The

oversetting of the balance of power in favour of the pivot state resulting in its expansion over the marginal lands of Euro-Asia, would

permit of the use of vast continental resources for fleet-building and the empire of the world would then be in sight. This might

happen if Germany were to ally herself with Russia.” To be sure, that combination of might would have been extremely unsettling a

century ago. Notably, China is hardly mentioned in Mackinder’s analysis, and it was candidly a strategic backwater a century ago.

Interestingly, the very last line of Mackinder’s famous lecture does strongly hint at the danger of China and Russia acting in strategic

combination “because they would add oceanic frontage to the resources of the great continent.”

Today, China actually stands poised as the manufacturing juggernaut that Germany was in 1904. And Mackinder’s

warning with respect to the implications for the balance of power of such a Eurasian colossus – namely the premier industrial state in

contemporary China joining together with the “vast continental resources” of the pivot state – still Russia. Mackinder’s prophetic

query forms the backdrop of our central research question: could a firming China-Russia alliance unhinge U.S. naval

predominance?
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First Wave of China-Russia Naval CooperationCHAP 1
Naval Partnership



Second Wave of China-Russia Naval CooperationCHAP 1
Naval 
Partnership



1. China and Russia 
confronting same 
maritime strategic threat

2. Submarines and drone 
warfare as key military 
areas for synergistic devt.

3. The Arctic and Japan as 
two maritime domains of 
common interest.

Third Wave of China-Russia Naval Cooperation ?CHAP 1
Naval 
Partnership



CHAP 2
Aerospace 
Cooperation
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CHAP 3 Northeast Asia -- JAPAN



CHAP 3 
Northeast Asia --
KOREAN 
PENINSULA



Modern Ships (China),
1.2026

These new South Korean 
submarines “signify increasing 
capabilities, but also form the 
technological and tactical 
cornerstone of future far seas 
operations and strategic 
deterrence…”





CHAP 3 
Northeast Asia -TAIWAN



CHAP 6 ARCTIC



CHAP 6 ARCTIC



Policy Recommendations 1

• I. 1 – Don’t Underestimate the China-
Russia Quasi Alliance

• I.2 – Manage Multipolarity
• I.3 – Create Inclusive Mechanisms for 

Maritime Conflict Resolution
• 1.1 – Pursue Asymmetrical Naval 

Strategies

• 1.2 – AUKUS, Yes, but with Due 
Restraint

• 1.3 – Rediscover Naval Arms Control

• 2.1 – Strengthen the Joint Force

• 2.2 – Pursue a Ban on Anti-satellite 
Weaponry

• 2.3 – Orient Nuclear Strategy away from 
Counterforce

• 3.1 – Build up Japan as the “Gibraltar” for 
Asia-Pacific Security

• 3.2 – Encourage South Korea as the 
”Bridge” Power in Northeast Asia

• 3.3 – Safeguard Cross-Strait Peace with 
the One China Policy

CHAP 7 CONCLUSION



Policy Recommendations 2

• 4. 1 – Facilitate Development of 
“Porcupines” in Southeast Asia

• 4.2 – Support ASEAN/Indian Autonomy 
and Neutrality

• 4.3 – Develop a South Pacific Coast 
Guard Forum

• 5.1 – Push for Europe’s Engagement in 
Middle East Challenges

• 5.2 – Accept China-Russia 
Complementary Roles in Africa

• 5.3 – Guard against Intrusions in the 
Western Hemisphere

• 6.1 – Develop Contingency Planning to 
Create Anti-submarine Barriers in the 
North Pacific

• 6.2 – Apply Realism and Restraint to the 
Northern Sea Route (NSR)

• 6.3 – Embrace Cross-cutting Cleavages to 
for Arctic Development

• 7.1 – Adopt Offshore Balancing as the 
Overall Maritime Strategy

• 7.2 – Return to Triangular Diplomacy
• 7.3 – Recenter the New Realism on 

Spheres of Influence

CHAP 7 CONCLUSION
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