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) The Geopolitical Positioning of Okinawa and the Significance of the U.S. Marine Corps Stationed in Okinawa (image)

Okinawa holds a position of great strategic importance

Y
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Geographical Advantage of Okinawa

() The main istand of Okinawa is located roughly in the center
of the Southwestern Islands and also close to key sea lanes
(*1) for Japan, and thus its location is extremely important
from the perspective of Japan's secarity.

() Okinawa is located close (but not overly so) to potential
confiict areas that could affect Japan's peace and security,
including the Korean Peninsula and the Taiwan Strait
— (Okinawa is located at a distance that makes it possible

10 expeditiousty send units to poiential conflict areas
and at the same time has sufficient distance so as not
to heighten military fension unnecessarily and is not
overty close in terms of protecting units.

() In the eyes of neighboring countries, Okinawa's location is
strategically important in both enabling access to the
Pacific from the continent and rejecting access from the
Pacific to the continent,

“1 Japan is dependent upon marine transportation for at least 99%
of the total volume of ifs trade,

The Significance & Roles of the
U.S. Marine Corps in Okinawa

It is essential to maintain defense capabilities for the
area of the Southwestern Islands in the main island of
Okinawa, which is important as a strategic location for
Japan for the security of Japan. The stationing of the
U.S. Marine Corps (*2), which is capable of rapid
response and high mobility and also has readiness for
a wide variety of missions ranging from armed
conflicts to natural disasters, in Okinawa, which
features such geographical advantages plays an
important role in ensuring not only the security of
Japan but also the peace and safety of East Asia.
*2 The Marine Corps constantly utilizes all combat elements (land,
sea and air) during its drills and deployments, so it Is sulted to
providing 4 rapid response in the event of any kind of situation.
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How Korean war memories in China fuel desire to take Taiwan 70 years on

Elderly Chinese war veterans remain bitter Mao's plan to take the island
back was interrupted

South China Morning Post.com
October 17, 2020 Saturday
By Minnie Chan

The Chinese Communist Party used Taiwan issue as the main justification
for taking part in the Korean war

On a day in early October, 1950, when cool autumn winds had just began
blowing over China's southeastern Fujian province, then 18—year—old Wang
Yushu, a soldier based in Quanzhou, was ordered to take his cottonpadded
military coat and head to the chilly northeast immediately.

Wang was a member of the newly established Taiwan Art Troupe, part of
the People's Liberation Army's(PLA) political and cultural propaganda
campaign for "Taiwan reunification" in early 1950.

Everybody in the troupe was a native speaker of Hokkien, a dialect shared
by more than 70 per cent of the population in Taiwan, and their focus was
on the mission to "liberate" Taiwan.

"My group was supposed to cross the Taiwan Strait ... but the outbreak of
the Korean war had halted the plan," Wang said.

Seven decades later, the Korean war might be over but the plan to cross the
strait remains unrealised, much to the bitterness of elderly veterans like
Wang, Cold War specialists and historians say.

The Korean war took place less than a year after the PLA, led by
Communist Party leader Mao Zedong, defeated Chiang Kai—shek's
Kuomintang troops. Mao declared the establishment of the People's Republic
of China on October 1, 1949, prompting Chiang to move his Kuomintang
regime to Taiwan.

At the time, the United States had decided not to take sides in the Chinese
civil war, promising to not intervene if conflict erupted.

But that all changed after June 25, 1950, when Kim Il—sung's Korean
People's Army invaded southern Korea and occupied Seoul with covert
support from the former Soviet Union.

The move prompted the American—led United Nation Command forces to
deploy troops to the peninsula.

Two days later, fearing that soviet influence would also extend to Taiwan if
it was taken by the communists, then US president Harry Truman deployed
the US 7th Fleet to the Taiwan Strait, stopping Mao and Chiang from
attacking each other.

Infuriated, Mao threw China's support behind Kim, putting the Taiwan
mission on hold, according to Shen Zhihua, a professor of history at East
China Normal University.
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"In the eyes of Mao Zedong, 'liberating Taiwan' was the last big [historic]
deal he could do in the rest of his life," Shen wrote in his book Mao, Stalin
and the Korean War.

"The intrusion of the US 7th Fleet [in the strait] deprived the PLA's
legitimacy to liberate Taiwan, as well blocked their way to land on the
island ... such a move ignited Mao's anti—American anger."

In response, the Communist Party launched patriotic nationwide propaganda
and education activities centring on "hatred, contempt and disdain" against
the US, or the "three views campaign" in all schools.

More young people joined the People's Volunteer Army (PVA) to take part
in the "war to resist America and aid Korea".

Among them was Guangzhou—based Huang Zhao, then aged 15, who joined
the PVA air force in 1951 and became a telegraph operator.

"I joined the air force because I was very angry when I realised the US was
entering our Taiwan Strait,"Huang, 85, said.

Another was Sichuan student Zhang Zeshi, then 21, who abandoned his
physics studies at Tsinghua University in Beijing and led a group of teenage
secondary students to fight on the front line of the Korean battlefield.

By the time the 33—month conflict was over, more than 400,000 Chinese
soldiers had been killed or wounded. Some 25,600 were missing, including
21,000 PVA troops who became prisoners of war, historian and PLA Major
General Xu Yan, wrote in Korean War — In the View of Cost—Effectiveness.

Zhang was a prisoner of war in the south when Chiang sent a group of
political officers to infiltrate and successfully turn two—thirds of Zhang's
comrades—in—arms into "anti—communist heroes".

After returning to Beijing in 1954, Zhang, an English translator and
negotiator for the PVA, was classified as a "betrayer", dismissed from the
PLA and expelled by the party. It was not until 1981 that he was
rehabilitated.

The struggle over Taiwan remains a central issue in his reflections of the
Korean conflict.

In 2013, Zhang wrote an article, saying he felt relieved after realising the
Korean war had avoided "a fratricidal fight" between Chinese people on the
mainland and in Taiwan.

But this month, Zhang told the South China Morning Post he supported
actions by the PLA to accomplish "Taiwan reunification" because he was
angry hearing that some Taiwanese refused to recognise they were
"Chinese".

"The Taiwan—independence—leaning forces even take Japanese and
Americans as their kinsfolk, and see mainland] Chinese as foes. In such a
circumstance, the cross—strait war will not be a fratricidal fight between
siblings now," Zhang said.

Wang and Huang agreed with Zhang, saying a war with Taiwan was
"Inevitable" because today's PLA was powerful enough to counter the
American military.
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"Once the central leadership gives the order, all veterans and active
servicemen and women will listen to the central government to take Taiwan
back once they decide to do it," Huang said.

But Macau—based military observer Antony Wong Tong said the mainland
might overestimate the PLA's combat strength and underestimate Taiwan's
defences.

"In today's modern war, the US doesn't need to directly intervene in the
cross—strait war, but provide military support to Taipei, including a share of
electronic interference technology and satellite intelligence," Wong said.

"No one could predict any consequences of a war ... Kim also expected the
US would not intervene in his civil war Wlth“the south when he triggered
the Korean war ... but what happened later on?

Zhao Ma, a Korean war expert at Washington University in St Louis, said
from the wartime until now, the Cpmmumst Party had highlighted the Taiwan
issue as the core reason to justify the PVA's participation in the Korean
war.

"The propaganda campaigns focus on opposing Taiwan independence and [the
PLA] will not give up using force for reunification. It has reached political
consensus and taking back Taiwan has become a core task from generation
to generation on the mainland," Ma said.

Washington and Taipei have strengthened diplomatic ties after US President
Donald Trump's administration passed the Taiwan Travel Act in 2018 to
bolster exchanges of high—level officials, as well as push the sale of more
advanced and large—weapon systems to Taipel.

Beijing criticised the actions as violating the "one—China policy" and the PLA
has since stepped up military exercises near Taiwan.

Military observers have warned that more intense encounters between the
PLA and Taiwanese military would also increase the risk of military
conflicts, which might lead to war.

"It's very dangerous when both sides' hostilities are soaring, especially
[when] the mainland's anti—Taiwan independence sentiment is stronger amid
their patriotic education," said Andrei Chang, the founder of the influential
military magazine Kanwa Asian Defence.

Chang said satellite images showed the mainland's Eastern Theatre Command,
which oversees the Taiwan Strait, had upgraded and expanded headquarters
and bases for missile brigades along Fujian, just 130km (80miles) from
Taiwan.

"Compared with his predecessors, Chinese President Xi Jinping is keen on
accomplishing Mao's desire to take Taiwan back," he said.

Copyright (c) 2020. South China Morning Post Publishers Ltd. All rights
reserved.
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Table 1. The 40 countries with the highest military expenditure in 2019

Spending fisures and GDP are in USS, at current prices and exchange rates. Changes are in real terms, based on constant (2018) USS.
Percentages below 10 are rounded to 1 decimal place; those over 10 are rounded to whole numbers. Figures and percentage shares

imay not add up to stated totals or subtotals due to the conventions of rounding.
Rank Spending (§b), Change (%) Spending as a share of GDP ()" Worldshare (%),
2012 2018° Country 2018-19 2010-19 2019 2010 2019
1 1 United States 5.3 -15 3.4 4.9 38
2 2 china 5.1 85 [1.9] [1.9] [24]
3 4 India 6.8 37 24 2.7 3.7
4 5 Russia 45 30 3.9 36 34
5 2 Saudi Arabia -16 14 [2.0] 86 321
Subtotal top 5 = il o o 62
6 6 France 1.6 3.5 1.9 2.0 2.6
7 9 Germany 403 10 15 1.3 1.3 26
8 7 United Kingdom 8,7 0.0 -15 1.7 24 25
9 8 Japan 476 -0.1 2.0 0.9 10 25
10 10 South Korea 439 7.5 36 2.7 2.5 23
Subtotal top 10 1430 = T 2 3 75
11 Il Brazil 26,9 05 6.1 1.5 15 1.4
12 12 Ttaly 26.8 0.8 -11 14 15 14
13 13 Australia 259 21 23 19 19 1.4
14 14 Canada 222 2.0 27 1.3 132 12
i 15 Israel 20.5 T 30 5.2 5.9 G|

Exampies of the PLA Navy and Air Force confirmed around Japan (photos: MSDFASDF)
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[E 3] =9 58 9 (2015~ 2020)
(0]

(d g2, Bs o2 WY ol 378 %)
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
p | 204519 | 2833436 | 3,331,766 | 2.217.650 | 2673822 | 491,059
T (2163) | (437 | (282) | (A3L7) | (16.1) | (£80.9)
o | 2.565.341 | 2,539.281 | 1,723,380 | 213,147 | 215179 | 48,001
L
(£106) | (AL1) | (A33.0) | (287.8) (1.0) | (277.7)
| 5:510.634] 5,372,717 | 5,055,147 | 2.430.797 | 2789.018 | 539,060
(A13.7) | (42.5) | (A4106) | (A512) | (148) | (280.7)

A = i SA(F R

=0ty 292 37 E9loH, 20209 9¥ AU Ad 7] fju|2 BW
Adxols Ad 710 Blsh +U(EF +F)°] 21 ey +E(5F +9)0] 76t
1 gEoRE FVME Ho Add olo EAE HoRlct 12y 398 23
do] =& IA dasta Qo] =4 S ddol HERtr] AJAEIcE gHo] FA
deS EH, 53] 991 10E Atolo] Z sHH3 EolEH. ol wE 4ol AHAXs
of Ztol 37 Zlo] FFez Hlrkz 4)

s A0 WM E SARES M= AT 4 Aok 555 FHEE
oF dHEEY oAG Adole BYY 2T 1T 2000%0] TR o
99 8Y HF2 El &5 oA AdS Ot FEE2 G TV &
22 olgsty Arrb PHAMA 10288 HiE Bl ojFditl drHFREAlE.
2020 99 129). 0|39 AAS fIt AWE A 22 A2 Addo] 159 dAY
= 295 FUG0 S0l AR ExEHy, SEFoiu dAgoA AlMES H2
Adebso] dd E9ste 2ok HEHY (T2 E4lEs 20209 9E 169: T2EA]
Ta 20209 9¥ 19%: FREAF, 20209 9¥ 24%). 129 5=9] s wdo] 3]
SAE 29 2 maiAl FEiddo] ddsd o ohE ZloR Helth

119



[E 4] =9 H¥ 53 £Y9 (2020'9)

(’5 2o, 23 o2 dE 33 S %)

35 34 A
1-24 197,393(12.1) 10,673(A58.8) 208,066(3.0)
34 18,031(A86.5) 616(A94.5) 18,947(A87.1)
44 21,797(A86.5) 2,206(A85.6) 24,003(A85.2)
54 58,567(A77.3) 4,748(A72.2) 63,315(A77.0)
64 87,679(A58.8) 9,124(A35.1) 96,802(A57.3)
74 65,865(A68.3) 7,978(A49.4) 73,843(A268.4)
84 19,261(A91.2) 6,571(A61.3) 25,832(A89.1)
9¢¥ 18,882(A91.7) 1,936(A88.0) 20,818(A91.5)
104 253(299.9) 1,406(A91.7) 1,659(A99.4)
114 148(A99.9) 1,125(A92.4) 1,273(A99.5)
124 3,378(~80.9) 1,618(A95.0) 4,995(A98.2)
A 419,059(A80.9) 48,001(A77.7) "539,060(A.80.7)
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[# 5] =7t oMo S (2008-2021'd)

=7t 2445 A4(%) 7R TR R +R(%)
Ad iy | AR APs | A9 di] | AL FAE A
20083 | 105.7 101.6 102.4 99.9 0813 A& FHol 1.7%
20099 | 107.0 101.7 106.8 99.8 093 A& FAH 1.9%
20108 | 107.7 101.3 108.2 99.9 104 A= FoHol 1.4%
20113 | 108.7 101.1 108.7 99.8 11d A" Fhol 1.3%
2012:d | 110.1 101.3 109.7 99.6 1213 A" FAH 1.7%
20139 | 106.0 101.8 105.6 99.7 13 Agl FH 2.1%
20149 | 106.0 101.6 106.4 99.9 143 A= F4 1.7%
2015 | 105.0 101.3 105.3 99.9 159 A#l FoHol 1.4%
2016\ | 106.3 102.1 105.5 99.9 1613 A=l Fo4o] 2.2%
20173 | 104.9 101.7 105.2 99.8 173 A= F4o] 1.8%
20183 | 104.6 101.4 105.0 99.9 184 78l Eo¥o] 1.5%
2019 | 105.3 101.5 105.2 99.9 199 A=l F4] 1.6%
20208 | 104.2 - 106.0 - 0
20200 | 104.3 100.1 105.9 99.9 20 AlE FAo] 0.2%
2021+ | 100.9 - 101.1 - 0
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[E 3] 2¥2 A 10420 T FHAN
252 F| 2151 GDP Ol b=l | SESY R
= EHE(%) (198a'd=100) E2=(%) (= =2l
20124 1.3 83.4 8.7 59,3
20134 1.1 84.3 4.1 55,5
20144 1.0 1.2 851 84.9 4.3 5.0 53,6 B0, 2
20154 -1.1 54.2 3.7 54.3
2016 A 3:4 87.5 4.1 58.3
20174 =335 84,4 3.1 49,8
20184 =41 —-2.4 80.9 g2.2 3.2 241
26.8
20184 0.4 81,2 3.7 3.0 28.0
2oz0A 4.2 5.4
zoz14 0.9
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